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All this criticism and opposition at times looked like
petty cavilling; but serious considerations were in the back-
ground. Bismarck's tactics consisted not so much in. defend-
ing the interests of Prussia against Austria as in vindicating
the rights of the entire Assembly against its Presidency.
Hereby he won the sympathies of many a colleague, even
amongst those who habitually favoured Austria. But al-
though these gentlemen gratefully squeezed his hand in
private, glancing at him significantly the while, they seldom
ventured to lend him the support of their votes at a division;
fur they were afraid of Austria's vengeance upon their
countries, and of prejudice to their own personal interests.
This being the case, Bismarck again and again repeated his
advice to the Prussian Government to pay the Austrians out
in kind, and to hinder the petty States from further acts of
molestation by returning them evil for evil.

When the Federal Diet was first resuscitated it turned its
attention to putting down all the surviving extravagances of
the 1848 revolutionary agitation. To this end a " Political
Committee" was elected, which at once proposed to draw
up Federal decrees for the prevention of abuses of liberty of
the press, and even before promulgating such decrees, to
exhort the several Governments to enforce a strict police
supervision upon the press. This proposal was agreed to ;
but as soon as the text of the decrees themselves came under
discussion there was an end to the Assembly's unanimity.
Bismarck was the Revolution's inveterate foe, truly, but
even more important than its suppression appeared to him
the duty of saving Prussia from falling under Austrian tute-
lage through the agency of the Federal Diet; and so he
unremittingly opposed the draft of a detailed Federal Press-
Law which it was proposed to introduce into all the German
States. It was his desire that the Diet should only lay down